March 14.03.2018

The Morphological Aspects of Pontic Greek Spoken in Georgia by Dr. Svetlana
Berikashvili is an excellent treaty of the nominal and verbal morphology of Pontic spoken
in Georgia and a valuable addition to the Pontic Greek literature. The author provides a
detailed presentation of the major declensional classes of nouns underlying at the same
time the similarities and differences with other Pontic varieties. The verbal system is
discussed at length with particular emphasis on the tense and aspect distinctions in the
various conjugations and a short discussion of the peripherality of infinitival forms. There
is an abundace of new, priceless data that shed light on issues of language contact of
Pontic not only with Turkish but also with Russian and of course Georgian. I strongly
believe that Dr. Berikashvili’s monograph will be an interesting reading for linguists and
everyone interested in the grammar and the history of Greek dialects in general and of
Pontic in particular.
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